
Contents
President’s Message: Officers, Board notes, 5/31 tip 1
Membership 1
Library report 2
Revolutionary War ancestry:  DAR, SAR note 2
Local historical societies – Fishkill 2
Local historical societies – Beacon 3
Dutchess in other genealogical magazines 3
DCGS is helping index the 1940 census – join us! 4
Civil War photographs on line 4

*****************
President’s Message

Valerie LaRobardier
Two main items for you, and…

DCGS Officers for 2012-2013
Elected at the May 15th General Meeting:

President - Valerie LaRobardier
Vice President/FGS Liaison - Melinda Carter
Treasurer - Wayne Merrick
Recording Secretary – Janice Parker
Corresponding Secretary - Gilbert Leach
VP Education - Mary Ann Zatlukal
VP Library - Mary Colbert
VP Membership - Roland Ormsby
VP Name Search - Bernard Rudberg
VP Program - Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer
VP Projects - Valerie LaRobardier
VP Publications - Eleanor Shortle
VP Publicity - Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer

        Thanks to all of our long term officers for serving again 
and welcome to new board member Janice Parker!

Notes from the Board

 We continue to move forward with the Members Only 
section of the website.  This will be an offering of web 
pages of transcriptions and finding aids accessible by 
password as a membership benefit.  If you have ideas 
regarding what should be included here, or would like 
to volunteer to help, please contact me at 
valarobardier AT gmail DOT com.  [no spaces, substi-
tute symbols for AT and DOT].

 Our Society is participating in the 1940 Census index-
ing project in partnership with FamilySearch.org.  We 
still have room for more volunteers, and it is not nec-

essary to index any one particular area…if you live in 
Texas, please feel free to index that state.  Go to 
https://familysearch.org/1940census/?cid=fsHomeT19
40Text_v2 or connect using the link on our Facebook 
page to sign up.  Make sure to indicate that you are 
participating for Dutchess County Genealogical Socie-
ty.

 We continue to receive interesting Name Search Que-
ries, and yet we are nearly current with no backlog.  
We discussed reporting on some of the challenging 
searches and how they were solved.  Gil commented 
that he had written up one of these stories not too long 
ago that was published in the Newsletter.

 Our Fall Seminar, postponed due to the October 
snowstorm, will be held June 2nd.  We are also partici-
pating in the  Dutchess County Fair again this year.  
The theme is “Down on the Farm.”  We are hoping to 
mesh this with the 1940 Census topic by having Cen-
sus Farm Schedules for 1940 on display for some of 
the older Dutchess County farms.

 Deputy County Clerk Bryan Cranna and support staff 
enhanced our tour of the Dutchess County Records 
Room earlier this month.  We got a look at some of 
the older maps now on display as well as learning a bit 
more about what records are kept there and how to ac-
cess them.  From there we went to the Surrogate Court 
next door where the staff was most cooperative in 
helping us find probate records, disruptive though we 
were, crowding into their not so large spaces with our 
large group. It was a successful trip, with many find-
ing records enough to make return trips necessary.

And a Memorial Day Tip
It just worked out by coincidence that I had an out of town 
guest who wanted to visit cemeteries in Dutchess, Essex and 
Warren Counties and Litchfield County, CT as well this past 
weekend.  But what a great choice dates to do so!  Most areas 
had mowed the grass and put out flags and fresh flowers.  The 
mowed grass and markers made it much easier to find the 
graves, as well as more pleasant to walk.

****************
Membership

By Roland E. Ormsby, Membership VP
reormsby@optonline.net

New members and those submitting address corrections or a 
new set of surnames are listed by membership number.  NOTE: 

D u t c h e s s  C o u n t y  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y
P. O. Box 708, Poughkeepsie, New York 12602-0708
                          <http://www.dcgs-gen.org>
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(See page 4!)
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E-mail addresses are updated only if a new US Postal address 
or surname list is change is included. Names being researched 
are in bold type.

(List not published in the web version
of the newsletter)

*****************
Library Report

Mary Colbert - DCGS Librarian

Dutchess in other publications:
"Officials of Poughkeepsie Precinct, Dutchess County, New 
York, 1775-1783.", Eric G. Grundset. The New York Genealog-
ical and Biographical Record, Volume 143, Number 2, April 
2012  (The Record is available in the DCGS and many other 
libraries.)  -- Also see a listing on page 3!

Family History Center
The DCGS Library is located in the Poughkeepsie Family His-
tory Center. When you visit the library you also have free ac-
cess to online databases that can cost quite a lot for individual 
subscriptions. They include:

 Ancestry.com Library Edition
 Godfrey Library - New England Research 
 Fold3.com (formerly Footnote.com) 
 19th Century British Library Newspaper Digital Ar-

chive 
 The Genealogist - UK genealogy Site 
 World Vital Records 
 Genline FamilyFinder - Swedish Records

****************
Do you have a patriot of the American Revolution

in your family tree?
Ever wondered if you did?

A Daughters & Sons of the American Revolution Lineage 
Workshop was held on Saturday 28 Apr 2012 at the Starr Li-
brary in Rhinebeck, NY.

This was about the DAR and SAR and how to trace one’s line-
age to a patriot of the American Revolution, with a lengthy 
question and answer period.  It was sponsored by the 
Chancellor Livingston Chapter NSDAR in Rhinebeck and the 
Columbia Mid-Hudson Valley Chapter NSSAR.  These local, 
not-for-profit chapters of national organizations help us 
preserve our area’s history and promote patriotism.

A representative from the Starr Library Local History Room 
was on hand to discuss genealogy and local history research.

Columbia Mid-Hudson Valley Chapter, SAR: cmhvsar.com
Chancellor Livingston Chapter, DAR: northerndutchessdar.org
SAR National Website: sar.org
DAR National Website: dar.org
Starr Library: starrlibrary.org

Sent by the Chancellor Livingston Chapter Regent, 
Sarah K Hermans, sarah@44parkave.com or (845) 518-4008.

(We received this too late for the Spring issue,
but it merits inclusion in the Summer issue. – ed.)

****************
Local Historical Societies

Mary Colbert - DCGS Librarian

Local historical societies can be a source of interesting and 
unique genealogical information. Recently Mary Ann Zatlukal
- VP Education and I visited two local historical societies to see 
what they have to offer. 

The Fishkill Historical Society
The Van Wyck Homestead is located on Route 9, just south of 
Route 84 and is home to the Fishkill Historical Society. The 
house serves as a museum of the colonial and Revolutionary 
War periods. In one room is a local history/genealogical library 
with a variety of reference and source material on the Fishkill 
area. They have maps, photographs, church records and a great 
many books on life during the colonial period. There are origi-
nal documents spanning 18th - 20the centuries. The photograph 
collection is mostly of the Van Wyck families. One interesting 
item is the registration book for the Fishkill Hotel on Main 
Street. It covers the 1840s and 1850s. In addition to the guest 
signatures the book includes notes, probably made by the pro-
prietor, on the weather, deaths in the area and one record of a 
murder/suicide (see below). The library also has three vertical 
files with information on early families in the Fishkill area. 
One file consists of the records and notes of Harold Totten, an 
avid genealogist of the 1960-70s.
The Van Wyck Homestead Museum is open for tours on week-
ends, June 4th through October 30th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Contact royjorg@aol.com or 845 897-4348 to make an 
appointment to visit the library. There is no problem making 
appointments for "off-hours". For more information see: 
http://www.fishkillhistoricalsociety.org/.
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The page shown above is transcribed as follows (by JDL).  It is 
from the Fishkill Hotel on Main Street, dated August 1850.

   John Butler N. Y. City
   Charles B(?) Hallocke York Town D. 4.2.40
   Ann(?) Bartlett Pokeepsie
   19th    Walter(?) Hasford Newark City D -.0.79
   S.P.(?) Hopkins(?) …(?)
18th August 1850   Horrible Murder & Attempt at Suicide

Mrs. Hanna Secord wife of John Secord murdered her Servant 
Girl Mary Ann Smith, 16 years of age, with a razor cutting her 
throat from Ear to Ear, and causing her immediate death. – she 
Mrs. Secord afterwards attempted her own life by cutting her 
throat but without success tho still alive it is doubtfull if she 
can recover.  Coroner Vandewater & Jury held an inquest on 
the Girls body & found a verdict of Willfull murder against 
said Hanna Secord.  Deputy Sheriff Green arrested Mrs. Secord

Your editor finds this family in the 1850 US census, 
dated 21st August 1850 (misindexed by Ancestry.com with a 
family name of “Lecord”) in the Town of Fishkill (NARA film 
M432, roll 496, page 102b). The date discrepancy vs. the hotel 
register note is not explained:  

****************
Beacon Historical Society

Currently located in the Howland Cultural Center on Main 
Street in Beacon, the historical society is looking for a new 
home to house its collection and perhaps exhibit some of it. 
The Beacon Historical Society collection includes many items 
of genealogical interest for those with family from Beacon, as 
well Fishkill Landing, Matteawan (see Truant record below) 
and surrounding towns. They have Sanborn Maps dating back 
to 1889, Dutchess County City Directories as far back as 1876, 
and a very large collection of photographs and postcards of 
Beacon and some nearby towns. In addition, they have account 
books of many groups including the Fire Department, churches, 
Civil War Veteran organizations. Among the many items of 
interest is the 1917-1918 Truant Officer's Book for the 
Matteawan School. Their collection also includes a vertical file 
with clippings and other material on local schools, businesses 
and organizations. 
More about their collection can be found at WorldCat: 
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/nc-
beacon%20historical%20society%20beacon%20n%20y
The Beacon Historical Society is open on Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to noon and Saturdays from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

For more information check out on Facebook or on their 
website: http://beaconhistoricalsociety.org

***
We hope to visit other historical societies in Dutchess 
County and report on them in future newsletters. In the 
meantime, you can find most local historical societies on 
the web. A few societies have their catalogs listed on 
WorldCat. Put the name of the society in quotes in the 
search engine and then WorldCat to find the listing.
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Below, a page from the Truant Record book, 8 Oct 1917, for 
Matteawan School:

     And as transcribed by your editor:

1917 Matteawan School, page 1
Oct. 8.  Frank, Thos. & Edward Petty – Liberty St.

Home on acct of expecting death of mother.
Oct. 8.  Geo & …ng Henderson. – 8 Mountain Ave.

Stayed home to see soldiers go away.
Oct. 8.  Helen Klugewick(?) – 17 Jones St.

Sore throat & sick stomache,
Oct. 8.  Martin Riggs – 85 Spring Valley St.

Played on way to school  got late.
Oct. 8.  Walter Poquse – 41 Bridge St.

No one at home.
Oct. 8.  Julius Pomerance – 25 Kent St.

On acct Jewish holiday.

Dutchess in Other Genealogical Magazines
Christine Crawford-Oppenheimer

  Arthaud, John Bradley, Rachel (Schref) Levine, and Pat 
(Combs) O’Dell. “The Jacob and Mary (Millington) Odell 
Family of Vermont, Ontario, and Ohio.” The Genealogist 20 
(Fall 2006): 218-256.

  Bock, Margaret Buckridge. “Descendants of John Tripp of 
Portsmouth, R.I.” The Genealogist 4 (Spring 1983): 59-128. 
[Note: I recently took advantage of a bargain price offered for 
the first 10 volumes of The Genealogist, and am slowly work-
ing my way through them, so I may be citing other early arti-
cles in it for a while].

Cummings, Abbott Lowell.“Revolutionary War Captain Cor-
nelius Wiltsie of Pittstown, New York.” The New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register 164 (October 2010) 362-
377.

“The Family of Leonard2 Lewis of Dutchess County, New 
York: A Revised Account.” The American Genealogist 85 
(January 2011): 63-67.

Harrison, Edward J. “Elias Shevalier, Immigrant to Connecti-
cut: His Origin and Migration.” The New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register 165 (July 2011) 172-182.

Hoff, Henry B. and The Rev. F. Kenneth Barta. “De Windt 
Families of the West Indies.” The Genealogist 3 (Spring 1982): 
106-157; 4 (Spring 1983): 3-58. 

Metsch, Patricia A. “James White of Ballyshannon, County 
Donegal, Ireland; Glasgow, Scotland; and Poughkeepsie, New 
York.” The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record
142 (July 2011): 165-178.

Moore, John, Esq. “The Memoirs of John Moore, Esq.” Tran-
scribed, edited and annotated by Terri Bradshaw O’Neill. The 
New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 136 (January 
2005): 19-30.

Myers, Marya C. “New Information on William2 James of 
Newport, Rhode Island, Mariner.” The New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register 159 (April 2005) 131-140; (July 
2005): 274-281.

Sypher, Francis J., Jr. “Vicissitudes of the Lewis Family: The 
Will of Leonard2 Lewis of Dutchess County, New York.” The 
American Genealogist 84 (2010): 191-199. AND :

Utermohlen, William J. “Additions and Corrections to Arti-
cles in the Record: 60 (1929) 131-132: “The Lewis Family of 
New York and Poughkeepsie.” The New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Record 142 (October 2011): 311-314.

*****************

The 1940 census

    Thanks to the efforts of Mary Colbert, our Librarian, the 
DCGS is participating in indexing the 
1940 census, and as such the society is 
allowed to use a special 1940 census logo
shown here.  If any of you would like to 
help, please contact her!  I suppose all 
you need basically is a computer with 
internet access.  I am helping the NYG&B transcribe the 1855 
census for a crowded Ward 6 in New York City, and the 
NYG&B would love more volunteers also!  You can work on 
your own schedule as you wish.  You work from emailed cen-
sus sheet images, typing names onto prepared forms.  There are 
controls and checks to help insure that the transcribed info is 
accurate.      – ed.

Civil War Photographs, etc.
Gil Leach

With the 150th anniversary of the Civil War in process, the 
following link is especially interesting and meaningful. I re-
ceived it a few days ago from The Atlantic magazine.
Visit:   http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2012/02/the-civil-
war-part-1-the-places/100241/
.   This is a special commemorative edition, ca. Feb 2012, 
which they are selling for $13.


